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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1. The previous office action dated 1 1/16/06, was rejected under 1 12 2 nd for containing 
claim limitations that were indefinite. The Examiner contended that Claims 1-8, 10, 12-17 
would be allowable if the 112 2 nd rejection was amended or rewritten to overcome the 1 12 
rejection dated 1 1/16/06. The Applicant's reply to the final office action dated 1 1/16/06 
contained amended claim 1 that overcomes the 112 2 nd rejection. Thus, as previously stated in 
the last office action Claims 1-8, 10, 12-17 are allowable for the following reasons below: 

2. The closest prior art that fails to disclose or suggest, "user interface for accepting entry of 
a personal identifier from a user, the user interface being communicatable with a host processing 
device and being different from a keyboard associated with the host processing device", "a 
physical shield, shielding the signal in a manner, with respect to the wavelength of the signal to 
prevent emissions that are of a magnitude sufficient to permit reception by sensors which are not 
physically proximate the emitter, for substantially confining reception of the signal to the token 
sensor" is Rallis. Rallis discloses a multilevel infrared (IR) type security system that prevents 
unauthorized use of a computer. The key device is used to enable proper power up of the 
computer. The key device can be inserted into a port, such as USB, or lined up to the IR port. 
The key device receives power and command messages from the notebook computer and returns 
response messages. When prompted by the user-validation program, the user aligns the IR key 
device with the IR port and depresses the switch. The IR key device transmits a message that 
includes the key device serial number and the encryption key. As an alternate to the serial 
number and encryption key, the IR key device can include a fingerprint reader that senses data 
on the key device and transmits the information. In Rallis there is no entry of a personal 
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identifier from a user, the data in Rallis is stored in the key and transmitted. The user does not 
enter information. Second, Rallis does not disclose or suggest anything about how the signal is 
transmitted, and also does not disclose physical features of the key device, such as a physical 
shield. Rallis does not mention anything about the signal itself. 

7. Hannah discloses a USB host controller controls the operation of the USB by transmitting 
commands to the attached USB hubs. The commands issued by the host controller give 
permission to specific peripheral devices allowing them to transmit commands and/or data on the 
USB. There is no disclosure or suggestion of "entering personal identifier from a user than is not 
entered from a keyboard, and the there is no disclosure of a physical shield". Hannah discloses 
operating as either a master device or salve device on a communication link such as a USB. 

8. Non-patent literature, Kensington Pocket Keypad, teaches a data entry device with two 
USB ports. That allows USB devices to connect to it. Kensington is silent on, entering personal 
identifier from a user than is not entered from a keyboard, and the there is no disclosure of a 
physical shield". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-3791. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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